CLAIMS 

Amend the claims as follows. 

1. (Currently amended) An Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA)-Internet Network 
Access/Service Provider device comprising: 

a fax gateway including, 

a storage device for st o ring to store an e-mail message received from an e-mail 
sender for transmission to a fax recipient through a packet switching network, the stored e-mail 
message to be converted to a fax document for transmission thereof to the fax recipien t having 
access to a fax device ; 

a database to store a fax number of the fax recipient where the fax number is to be 
associated with information corresponding to the e-mail message where the information 
corresponding to the e-mail message is independent of the fax number; and 

at least one fax modem device for transmitting to transmit the fax document to the fax 
recipient through a public switching network, wherein a the fax number designating the fax 
recipient is to be obtained separately from the e-mail message by associating the information 
corresponding to the e-mail message with the fax number stored in the database . 

2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Currently amended) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim 1 Ada-A d vanc e d Rese arch Project s -Ag eney-( ARP A ) In t eme ^etwo ric 
A^eess/SeF vi ee- P- r- e v i def - - device compri s iftffi 

a -fa-x-gateway-iae fad -i ft g 

ar ^rage device for storing an -e-ffiail-ffiessage^eeeiyed-feem an e mail sender for 
tmfismis s ion t o a fa x recipient th r oug h a -pae k e t - w i -te h i ng-^^tetweriMh^^ e mail m e ss a g e to 
b e converted t -e-a f ax doc um e nt fo r tr an sm i ss ioi rthereof to t he fa x rec ipi ent h av in g acees»4e-a 
fex- device, and 

at lea st- one fax modem device for transmitting the fax document to th e fax recipient 
through a public sw itching net w or k , w here a fax number designating the fax recipient is -ebt a ined 
separately from the e mail; and 

where the storage device is enabled to store a time-of-day for specifying a range of time 
during which the fax document is transmitted. 

4. (Currently amended) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim 1 further comprising An Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA) Internet 
Network Access/Service Provider device comprising: 

a fax gateway including 

a storage device for storing an e mail message received from an e mail sender for 
transmission to a fax recipient through a packet switching network, the stored e mail message to 
be converted to a fax document for transmission thereof to the fax recipient having access to a 
fax device, and 

at least one fax modem device for transmitting the fax document to the fa x recipient 
through a public switching network, where a fax number designating the fax recipient is obta ined 
separately from the e mail; an d 

a server device to store the fax number, the fax number associated with the fax device of 
the fax recipient, the fax number for establishing a call for the transmission of the fax document, 
the server device to store a time-of-day for specifying a range of time during which the fax 
document is transmitted. 
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5. (Currently amended) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim i 3 where the storage device is configured to be used to create a fax cover page for 
transmission thereof to the fax recipient. 

6. (Previously presented) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device 
as recited in claim 5 where the e-mail message includes an e-mail address, and the fax cover 
page includes a sender field extracted from the e-mail address. 

7. (Previously presented) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim 6 where the ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device assigns 
an e-mail address to the fax recipient, the e-mail address associated with the fax number, and 
where the fax cover page includes a destination field extracted from the fax recipient e-mail 
address. 

8. (Previously presented) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim 7 where the e-mail message includes a subject field and the ARPA-Internet 
Network Access/Service Provider device is enabled to include the e-mail subject field 
contents in the fax cover page prior to transmission thereof to the fax recipient. 
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9. (Currently amended) ■An -A RPA "lH 4:- efflet -j4etweri^A€€ ess/Service Provider device a » 
feeite d in claim 2 wh ere t h e storag e d ev ic e i s enabted-te An Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (ARP A)- Internet Network Access/Service Provider device comprising: 

a fax gateway including 

a storage device to store an e-mail message received from an e-mail sender for 
transmission to a fax recipient through a packet switching network, the stored e-mail message to 
be converted to a fax document for transmission thereof to the fax recipient having access to a 
fax device, and 

at least one fax modem device to transmit the fax document to the fax recipient 
through a public switching network, where a fax number designating the fax recipient is obtained 
separately from the e-mail: and 

where the storage device is enabled to: 

store the fax number, the fax number associated with the fax device of the fax 
recipient, the fax number to be used to establish a call for the transmission of the fax document: 
and 

assign a home directory for storage of e-mail messages directed to the fax 
recipient and on receipt of the e-mail message is enabled to store the email message 
within the assigned home directory of the fax recipient. 

10. (Currently amended) An ARP A- Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim 2 1 where the fax gateway is coupled to the public switching telephone 
network. 

11. (Currently amended) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim 2 1 where the fax gateway is coupled to the public switching telephone network 
through a digital communications link. 

12. (Currently amended) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim 3 I where the fax gateway is coupled to the packet switching network through a 
digital communications link. 
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13. (Currently amended) An ARPA-Intemet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim 3 1 where the storage device is a computer system having a conversion program 
to convert the e-mail message to a fax document. 

14. (Previously presented) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim 13 where the storage device is a computer system having an e-mail program for 
causing storage of the e-mail message. 

15. (Previously presented) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim 14 where the e-mail program and the conversion program reside extemally to the 
fax gateway. 

16. (Currently amended) An ARPA - Int e rn e t Network Access/Service Provider device as - 
recited in claim 2 where the fax gateway is enabled to An Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(ARPA)-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device comprising: 

a fax gateway including 

a storage device to store an e-mail message received from an e-mail sender for 
transmission to a fax recipient through a packet switching network, the stored e-mail message to 
be converted to a fax document for transmission thereof to the fax recipient having access to a 
fax device, and 

at least one fax modem device to transmit the fax document to the fax recipient 
through a public switching network, where a fax number designating the fax recipient is obtained 
separately from the e-mail; and 

where the storage device is enabled to; 

store the fax number, the fax number associated with the fax device of the fax 
recipient, the fax number to be used to establish a call for the transmission of the fax document; 
and 

receive a reply fax document from the fax recipient, and is enabled to convert the 
reply fax document to a reply e-mail message and transmit the reply e-mail message to the e-mail 
sender. 
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17. (Currently amended) A method for sending and receiving e-mail messages using a fax 
device comprising: 

receiving an e-mail message through a data communications network from an e-mail 

sender; 

converting the e-mail message into a fax document; 

storing a fax number of a fax recipient in a database where the fax number is to be 
associated with information corresponding to the e-mail message and where the information 
corresponding to the e-mail message is independent of the fax number; 

retrieving the a destination fax number of a fax recipient separate from the e-mail 
message by associating the information corresponding to the e-mail message with the fax 
number stored in the database ; and 

transmitting the fax document to the fax recipient thereby enabling the fax recipient to 
receive e-mail messages without access to the data communications networking network. 

1 8 . (Currently amended) A method as recited in claim 17 further comprising: A method for 
sending and receiving e-mail messages using a fax device comprising: 

receiving an e-mail message through a data communications network from an e-mail 

sender; 

converting the e-mail message into a fax document; 

retrieving a destination fax number of a fax recipient separate from the e-mail message; 

transmitting the fax document to the fax recipient thereby enabling the fax recipient to 
receive e-mail messages without access to the data communications network; 
receiving a reply from the fax recipient in the form of a reply fax document; 
converting the reply fax document to a reply e-mail message; and 
transmitting the reply e-mail message through the data communications network. 

19. (Currently amended) A method as recited in claim 4^ 18 further comprising: 

verifying a destination user address of the e-mail message for identifying the fax recipient as 
being a known user. 
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20. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19 further comprising: 

on unsuccessful verification of the destination user address, sending a failed message. 

21. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium having stored therein computer 
readable program code comprising instructions , if executed by a processor cause the processor to 
perform operations comprising fo r performing the fo llowing steps : 

receiving an e-mail message, from through a data communications network; 
converting the e-mail message into a fax document; 

storing a destination fax number of a fax recipient in a database where the fax number is 
to be associated with information corresponding to the e-mail message and where the 
information corresponding to the e-mail message is independent of the fax number; 

retrieving the a destination fax number of a fax recipient separate from the e-mail 
message by associating the information corresponding to the e-mail message with the destination 
fax number ; and 

transmitting the fax document to the fax recipient thereby enabling the fax recipient to 
receive e-mail messages without access to the data communications netw^orldng network. 

22. (Currently amended) A device comprising: 

means for receiving an e-mail message, from through a data communications network; 
means for converting the e-mail message into a fax document; 

means for storing a destination fax number of a fax recipient in a database where the fax 
number is to be associated with information corresponding to the e-mail message and where the 
information corresponding to the e-mail message is independent of the fax number; 

means for retrieving a the destination fax number of a fax recipient separate from the e- 
mail message by means for associating the information corresponding to the e-mail message with 
the destination fax number ; and 

means for transmitting the fax document to the fax recipient thereby enabling the fax 
recipient to receive e-mail messages without access to the data communications networking 
network. 
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23. (Currently amended) Tbe-devi ce of claim 22 furthe r c om prisfflg A device comprising: 

means for receiving an e-mail message, from through a data communications network; 
means for converting the e-mail message into a fax document; 

means for retrieving a destination fax number of a fax recipient separate from the e-mail 
message; 

means for transmitting the fax document to the fax recipient thereby enabling the fax 
recipient to receive e-mail messages without access to the data communications network; and 

means for receiving a reply from the fax recipient in the form of a reply fax document, 
converting the reply fax document to a reply e-mail message and transmitting the reply e-mail 
message through the data communications network. 

24. (Currently amended) The device of claim 32 23 further comprising means for verifying a 
destination user address for identifying the fax recipient as being a known user. 

25. (Canceled) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as recited in 
claim 1 where the ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device is enabled to obtain 
the fax number based, at least in part, on a look-up of an intended recipient of the e-mail 
message. 

26. (Currently amended) An ARPA-Internet Network Access/Service Provider device as 
recited in claim 1 OS- where the information corresponding to the e-mail message4 he4ateaded 
recipient of the e mail message is identified in a To field of the e-mail message. 

27. (Canceled) A method as recited in claim 17 where the retrieving the destination fax 
number comprises looking up the destination fax number based, at least in part, on an intended 
recipient of the e-mail message. 

28. (Currently amended) A method as recited in claim 11 3^ where the information 
corresponding to the e-mail message the intended recipient of the e mail message is identified in 
a To field of the e-mail message. 
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29. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 17 where the converting comprises 
creating a fax title page. 

30. (Currently amended) A method as recited in claim 29 where a From field of the fax title 
page is derived from a fee e-mail address of a the e-mail sender. 

31. (New) A method as recited in claim 17 further comprising: 

receiving a reply from the fax recipient in the form of a reply fax document; 

converting the reply fax document to a reply e-mail message; and 

transmitting the reply e-mail message through the data communications network. 

32. (New) A method as recited in claim 17 further comprising: 

verifying a destination user address of the e-mail message for identifying the fax recipient as 
being a known user. 

33. (New) A method as recited in claim 17 further comprising: 

on. unsuccessful verification of the destination user address, sending a failed message. 
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